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a beautiful little artificial lake, and is famous for its
temple, with a tooth of Buddha as its great treasure.   .
During the Tew weeks I was in Ceylon I was most
hospitably entertained wherever I went by missionaries,
chaplains, coffee-planters, and others. I' shall always
retain a grateful recollection of the kindness I experienced.
From these friends I heard much about the spiritual
state of Ceylon It is well known the Dutch'were the
first Europeans who obtained a footing in the island}.
They determined to stamp out heathenism and establish
Christianity, not by violent persecution, but by reserving
offices of every description for those who embraced the
Christian faith, by treating them in every possible way as
a privileged class, and by showing official disfavour to
the unbaptizgd. An agency composed of chaplains,
catechists, and schoolmasters was appointed to bring the
community within the Christian fold. The work went on
with great apparent success. Tens of thousands avowed
themselves Christians. It looked as if heathenism was
to disappear under Dutch rule. If the Dutch had
retained possession of the island, and had persevered in
their policy, in all likelihood by this time Ceylon would
have- been a professedly Christian country, with a strong
underlying element of heathen notion and practice.
No sooner was the policy of neutrality adopted with
the installation of English rule, than this large Christian
community .melted awayr and flowed into the old channel
of Buddhism^ which ha4 been for ages the religion of the
Cingalese. The thousands of Christians were reduced
tp hundreds ancUeas. The London Missionary Society
early entered the field, but withdrew. In the parts of
Ceylon where I travelled I met with Methodist, Baptist,
and Church of England nr'cssionaries, and in other dis-